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Friends of Rippingale Post Office 

Media Coverage 
 
 

Week 1 
 

Monday 1st October 
 

The campaign team is assembled, the  
paper petition is on the shop counter 

and the campaign web-page is set up. 
 

Tuesday 2nd October 
 

the first meeting of FORPO takes place 
 

Wednesday 3rd October 
 

The Downing St. petition goes online  
Week 1 press release is issued        
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Wednesday 3rd October (cont) 
 
 
 
 

Sub-postmaster Simon Deane records interviews  
with Hereward FM and BBC Radio Lincs. 

 
Radio Lincs breakfast show – lead bulletin item 7:00am 
Live Interview with Martin Hill, Lincs CC Leader 7:10am 

lead bulletin item 8:00am 
 

lead programme slot – Live interview with PO Minister,  
followed by Simon Deane live at 8:10am 

 
 
 
 

Simon Deane records interview with  
Lincs FM for next day breakfast news 

 

Thursday 4th October 
 
 
 
 
 

ITV Calendar News record in village. 
 

Friday 5th October 
 

Coverage in Calendar lunchtime news 
3 minute item leads Evening news edition  
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Week 1 Press release 
 

Friends of Rippingale Post Office 
 

Threatened closure of Rippingale PO a double disaster for the village 
 

The Post Office Ltd has announced the compulsory closure of the local PO in the village  
of Rippingale near Bourne. - a double blow for the village which is just coming to  

terms with the closure last month of its Primary School. 
 

Local residents have said “enough is enough,” and formed an 
action group to campaign for their Post Office to remain open. 

 
Phil Rippingale (correct) for the Friends of Rippingale Post Office said  

“We don’t understand on what basis Post Office Ltd  
came to this decision – the figures don’t add up.  

 
And local bus services simply can’t meet the needs of people without a car 

 to get to the alternatives suggested by Post Office Ltd. – Pointon and Folkingham.  
We now discover that Folkingham PO is also to close, which tells you something 

about the quality of Post Office Ltd information – and where are THEY now  
going to go for PO services? The closure of our local school has put more people  

on the road already – I don’t know what this latest news will do for the  
Government’s carbon footprint policies. 

 
But the worst thing is where this leaves the old and those without their own transport –  

where and when are they going to get their pensions, pay their Council tax and utility  
bills, buy stamps and send their letters and parcels. There are also several businesses  

in the village which rely on Post Office services .  
 

PO Ltd have offered four alternative services – a  mobile shop which comes at set  
times, what’s called a Hosted Service and a Partner Service in local premises  

such as the pub, or a Home Service – where people can order services by phone.  
We don’t regard any of these limited services as viable alternatives to what we  

have now – an excellent and heavily used Post Office, through Simon Deane, 
in our village shop, at the centre of our community. 

 
And it’s not just our village  – Aslackby, Dunsby, Dowsby and Kirby Underwood  

are all officially in the customer area of Rippingale Post Office.” 
 

The Friends have organised a petition against the closure, are appealing to villagers to  
write to Post Office Ltd, to their MP, to the Prime Minister and David Cameron.  

A public meeting is being planned and other action considered. 
 

02.10.07 
 

Contacts – Phil Rippingale – 01778-440204 - philrippingale@btinternet.com            
                 Jim Latham – 01778-440025 – sec@bjtc.org.uk   

                  John Warman – JohnW@RippingaleVillage.co.uk            
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Stamford Mercury 5th October  Front Page 
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Bourne Local 5th October  Front Page 
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Grantham Journal 5th October  Page 3 
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Week 2 
 

Monday 8th October 
second meeting of FORPO 

 
Wednesday 10th October 

Week 2 press release issued 
 
 

Simon Deane records interview with Hereward FM 
 
 

Jim Latham records interviews with Lincs FM and Rutland radio 
 

Thursday 11th October 
 
 
 

Jim Latham records interviews with BBC Radio Lincs 
 

Friday 12th October 
 
 
 

Jim Latham records live interview for BBC Radio Lincs breakfast news 
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Week 2 Press release 
 

Friends of Rippingale Post Office (Draft PR2) 
 

Closure plan ill-conceived, dishonest, based on inaccurate out-of-date information,  
contradicts Government & Post Office policy and ignores County development plans 

 
Post Office Ltd. plans to close the PO branch in the village of Rippingale in  

Lincolnshire have been attacked by a residents’ group set up to fight the proposal. 
The announcement was made on October 1 and leaflets left for residents made it  

clear a final decision would be made after a six week consultation period. 
 

But it’s been revealed that a month earlier, PO Ltd. managers told the Rippingale  
sub-postmaster that his branch would definitely close, in spite of the consultation  

exercise and introduced him to two potential “Partners” under their new  
“Outreach Service” – the suggested means of providing limited PO services after closure. 

One potential partner made what can only be described as an insulting offer for  
the present sub-postmaster to operate a part-time counter in his own shop for her. 

 
The same leaflets informed local residents that they could also use another  
nearby branch in Folkingham if Rippingale were to close. The trouble is that  

Folkingham branch is on the same closure list. Similar leaflets left at Folkingham  
branch told their residents that Rippingale would be an alternative branch for them. 

 
Phil Rippingale (correct) from the Friends group said “If Post Office Ltd got that 

sort of basic information so badly wrong, we had to ask ourselves what else was wrong.  
As we started checking various documents, it only got worse.” 

 
In December last year the Government launched a national public consultation  

on changes to the Post Office network. The Department of Business’ own response 
to that consultation introduced minimum access criteria “in particular to protect  

vulnerable consumers in deprived urban, rural and remote areas.” 
 

Criteria included “Nationally, 99% of the UK population to be within 3 miles of  
their nearest PO outlet,” “95% of the total rural population to be within 3 miles of  

their nearest Post Office outlet,” and “the availability of public transport.” 
 

The PO local closure leaflet for Rippingale gave the next nearest outlet as Pointon,  
a village 3.8 miles away. That’s wrong – the nearest is the village of Morton.  

The Post Office say Morton is 2.5 miles from Rippingale – wrong again – it’s over  
three miles. And it’s almost impossible to reach either Morton or Pointon by  

available public transport – one service runs once a week, the other runs every day  
but would mean a three hour wait to return. 

 
The real alternative for the elderly, disabled, the young, family carers and those  

without a car, is a more than six-mile round trip walking down the busy A15. 
Without any ill-will to those who live in Pointon or Morton, Rippingale residents can  

only wonder about those “clear cut access criteria” when they look at a map –  
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Week 2 Press release (cont) 
 

Pointon is just a mile from their next nearest branch at Billingborough and Morton  
is only two miles from the main Post Office in Bourne. On the same principle Thurlby  

is under 2 miles from Bourne – they’re ALL keeping their Post Offices. 
 

Both the DTI response and the PO closure notice emphasize that the programme  
was introduced against a backdrop of “falling customer numbers.” Rippingale Post  

Office may be one of the few branches recording increasing business. 
 

The store and its PO counter were refurbished last year and have seen a 20% increase 
in business since the present sub-postmaster Simon Deane took over 4 months ago. 

He cannot access PO counter sales – they’re all electronic - but has asked PO Ltd  
to open their books to him. The PO say fewer than 400 customers a week used  

the counter between March 06 and March 07.  
But Simon has recorded the numbers of customers coming to the store since  

he took over and reckons the number is far in excess of 400. Both he and Rippingale  
residents want to know whether, or by how much, their PO is losing money.  

 
The Post Office also only records “customer sessions,” whether they are buying  

a single stamp or multiple items. 
As a condition of his taking over the branch, Post Office Ltd. removed Simon’s  
“Payzone,” service by which local residents recharged electricity meter cards. 

This cut his potential turnover by 10%, on the grounds that it competed with the PO’s  
own service – though they offer no such similar system. Those customers now have to  

recharge their cards elsewhere or go without lighting, heating and cooking. 
 

The Rippingale group is also aware of recent Lincolnshire County Council and South 
Kesteven District Council discussions about selected housing development areas.  

They’ve defined areas with what they call “essential services,” including a full time Post  
Office, as priority areas for future development. Rippingale is one of only 15 villages listed. 

 
Phil Rippingale said “The scale of incorrect information, contempt for the public  
consultation process, manipulation of their own, Government-set criteria, lack of  

enterprise when they need to increase business, not cut it back and lack of  
appreciation of future development, beggars belief. 

This mess is what Rippingale  will suffer for. There’s a high level of elderly, infirm  
and those with no personal transport in our village. The PO counter supplements  

the store and if it closes, the future of the store will be in doubt. If we lose that,  
the heart of the village will be gone, leaving many isolated in their homes or burning  

fossil fuels to reach the services they want and need. We deserve to be given the  
information PO Ltd used to reach this decision – we want to know if Rippingale is a  
loss-maker for PO Ltd and how it compares with other POs in the immediate area.”  

 
On Friday October 5, Simon Deane had a preview of the closure on the first full  
day of the postal workers’ strike. “Most people assumed we were closed too and  

it’s been dead – if this is what it’ll be like, then our store couldn’t survive.” 
 

Contacts – Phil Rippingale – 01778-440204 philrippingale@btinternet.com  
Jim Latham 01778-440025 (pref.) Mob. 07971-579977 sec@bjtc.org.uk  
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Sleaford Standard   10th October 
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Stamford Mercury 12th October  Front Page 
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Stamford Mercury 12th October 
Page 3 (continued from Front page) 
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Bourne Local 12th October  Page 3 
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Grantham Journal 12th October 
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Week 3 
 

Saturday 13th October 
 

Quentin Davies MP and Nick Boles, newly-selected  
Conservative PCC for Grantham and Stamford,  

visit the Post Office on Saturday 13th October 
to voice their support for our campaign 

 

Tuesday 16th October 
 
 
 
 

Simon Deane and Jim Latham record  
interviews with BBC Radio Lincolnshire 

 
 
 

Simon Deane interviewed by Hereward FM 
 

Wednesday 17th October 
 

Rippingale marches 3 miles to Morton P.O. 
 
 
 

Jim Latham records live interview for BBC Radio Lincs breakfast news 
 

ITV Central Lead on lunchtime bulletin 
ITV Central 2nd Lead on evening bulletin 

ITV Calendar News lead on lunchtime bulletin 
ITV Calendar News 3rd lead on evening bulletin 

BBC Look North lunchtime and evening features 
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Week 3 Press release 1 
 

Friends of Rippingale Post Office 
 

More than 200 wait in the rain for Quentin Davies and Nick Boles 
 

More than 200 Rippingale (Lincolnshire) villagers waited in the  
rain on Saturday morning (October 13) as Quentin Davies, MP for  

Grantham and Stamford, and his probable successor, Nick Boles, visited  
their threatened Post Office. 

 
The two attended separately and both spoke privately to Sub-Postmaster  

Simon Deane, then to members of the anti-closure campaign group,  
and to customers and villagers. 

 
Both were applauded as they said they would  
do all in their power to prevent the closure. 

 
Mr Davies is due to meet a senior member of the Post Office management  

team to discuss closure plans. He answered questions from customers,  
including two on horseback, and said that he’d been impressed by the 

way the village was pulling together to keep their PO open - Rippingale was  
by far the most vociferous village fighting closure proposals in the constituency. 

 
Mr. Boles, the new Tory PPC for Grantham and Stamford, said closing  
the PO would tear the heart out of Rippingale. He’d seen evidence of  

the damage such closures caused in his parents’ village in Devon.  
He added that he would do his best to join a planned protest  

walk by Rippingale villagers next Wednesday (October 17). 
 

NB1 – details of the planned protest walk down the A15 from Rippingale 
to Morton are on a separate Press Release to follow shortly. 

 
NB2 – we have (still) pix of the crowd and each of the visitors  

available if you were unable to attend –  
please contact John Warman - 01778-440139. 

 
 

Contacts – Jim Latham - 01778-440025/07971-579977 
                 Phil Rippingale - 01778-440204 
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Week 3 Press release 2 
 

Friends of Rippingale Post Office Press Release 
 

Nick Boles may join protest walk on Wednesday October 17 
 

If Rippingale Post Office were to close, the nearest alternative is Morton – more than  
3 miles away – down the busy and potentially dangerous A15 - no paths and heavily 

used by cars, heavy goods vehicles and farm traffic.  
 

Most people who live in Rippingale could drive to Morton but many are without  
personal transport and available buses only run on Thursdays. 

So this Wednesday villagers plan to walk to Morton to focus attention on just how  
daft the PO Ltd proposal is. And the new Tory PPC for Grantham and Stamford,  
Nick Boles, says he’ll do his best to join them. Martin Hill, leader of Lincolnshire  

County Council will definitely be one of the walkers. 
 

Friends of Rippingale PO are appealing for as many people as possible to join the protest  -  
over 100 people are expected to make the walk. 

Phil Rippingale from the campaign group said, “It doesn’t matter if they’re not fit  
enough to complete the walk – that makes our point even more strongly – if they can  

only make it to the end of the High Street or in a mobility scooter, they’ll still   
be VERY welcome. We’ll have transport available to pick them up and bring  

everyone home – even those scooters if they run out of power. We would like some of  
them at least to complete the trip and buy a stamp at Morton PO, then we’ll take them back 

home by car, though if our PO were to close we’d be talking about a 6 mile round trip.” 
  

Lincolnshire Police will attend to provide safety cover and will have police vehicles both 
ahead and behind the walking group, as well as Community Officers walking with them.. 

They will monitor traffic and allow any build-up to pass safely.  
Phil Rippingale said “We want everyone to act responsibly if they join the walk –  

we do NOT want any accidents – particularly in the worst sections of the route –  
Ringstone Hill/Dunsby Wood and the approach to Morton – both are very narrow. 

 
He appealed to walkers to dress sensibly for the weather and  

wear suitable footwear for a three mile walk. 
The protest starts at 10.30 am this Wednesday (October 17) at Rippingale Post Office. 

 
Directions – Rippingale is on the A15 north of Bourne in Lincolnshire –  

from the south take the first signposted turn to the right into the High Street,  
down to The Bull public house - please  park vehicles in the The Bull car park. 

From the north come down the A15 from Folkingham and take the second  
signposted turning left into the High Street and please park vehicles in  

The Bull car park. From the Bull, turn right keeping the churchyard on your left and 
take the first turning left – Middle Street - and you’ll see the village store 

and PO – it’s about 150 yards. 
 

Contacts – Phil Rippingale – 01778-440204 philrippingale@btinternet.com  
                 Jim Latham – 01778-440025/07971-579977 sec@bjtc.org.uk  

                 Simon Deane (sub Postmaster) – 01778-4400635 sadeanes@supanet.com  
                 Friends of Rippingale Post Office – FORPO@RippingaleVillage.co.uk      
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Week 3 Press release 3 
 

Friends of Rippingale Post Office 
 

Nick Boles confirms he’ll march with anti-closure protesters 
 

Nick Boles, new Conservative PPC for Grantham and Stamford, has confirmed  
he’ll join a march by Rippingale (Lincolnshire) villagers protesting against the  

planned closure of their Post Office. 
 

Mr. Boles has called the closure “vandalism,” and, when he visited Rippingale  
on Saturday, said it would “tear the heart out of the village.” 

 
The march leaves Rippingale at 10.30 am on Wednesday (October 17), heading  

more than three miles down the busy and potentially dangerous A15 to Morton,  
the nearest alternative PO if Rippingale were to close. 

 
More than a hundred people, including Mr. Boles, are expected to join the walk. 

 
Phil Rippingale for the Friends of Rippingale Post Office said “this is terrific news –  

this level of support is hugely encouraging in our fight to persuade PO Ltd that  
they’ve made a serious mistake. 

The high proportion of elderly, disabled and those without personal transport will 
have little option but to walk to Morton PO – it’s narrow, busy with cars, heavy  
goods vehicles and farm traffic and has no pavements – it’s dangerous and our  

once-a-week bus service doesn’t begin to meet the potential demand.  
Wednesday’s walk will draw attention to just how daft the PO Ltd closure plan is” 

 
The march will also be joined by more than half the members of Rippingale and District WI. 

 
Details of how to reach Rippingale, where to park etc are  

on our previous Press Release, sent out yesterday. 
 

Contacts – Phil Rippingale – 01778-440204 philrippingale@btinternet.com  
                 Jim Latham – 01778-440025 (in London all day Tuesday but available on  

                                                             07971-579977) sec@bjtc.org.uk  
           

                 Simon Deane (sub Postmaster) – 01778-440634 sadeanes@supanet.com  
                 Sylvia Stewart (WI President) – 01778-440160 
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Lincolnshire Free Press 16th October 
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Sleaford Standard 17th October 
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Stamford Mercury 19th October  Front Page 
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Stamford Mercury 19th October  Page 2 



Media coverage section – Page 23 of 38 

Stamford Mercury 19th October  Page 3 
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Bourne Local 19th October  Front Page 
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Bourne Local 19th October  Page 2 
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Grantham Journal 19th October  Page 3 
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Sleaford Standard 24th October 
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Retail Newsagent trade magazine ‘News Analysis’ article 19th October 
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Week 4 
 

Monday 22nd October 
 
 
 

ITV Calendar News and BBC Look North 
include shots of march in daily bulletins 

 

BBC Look North refer to Rippingale  
in two-way interview with P.O.Spokesman 

 
Wednesday 24th October 

 
 
 

BBC Radio Lincs record interviews 
for 25th October at Post Office user  

profiles press briefing  
 

Press releases for week 4 issued 
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Week 4 Press release 1 
 

PROFILES 
 

Elderly/Disabled 
Rose Doncaster, (73) Dovecot Estate, Rippingale.  

Rose is a familiar sight in the village, zipping round on her mobility trike.  
She led last week’s protest march from Rippingale to Morton –“but I couldn’t  

do that trip by myself, if our Post Office closed.” 
Rose visits Rippingale PO two or three times a week – she picks up her pension,  

pays all her bills – electricity, water, phone – and would pay her tv licence  
there “but they took that away.” 

“I don’t where I would go or what I would do if they closed the Post Office  – the bus  
is no good to me and it only runs once a week anyway. I haven’t any other transport to call on.” 

 
Business 

Glen Cooper (40) and Kate Parker (37) – SL Autos, Main Road (A15) Rippingale.  
Glen and Kate run a second hand car parts business. They have a family of four.  

One or the other of them use Rippingale Post Office every day with 40-50 parcels per week.  
They have a courier service daily for the heavier items like a gearbox, but the lighter items  

go by post because it’s cheaper. Glen says “second hand cars mean the customer’s working  
to a budget – if I had to courier everything it would probably put a couple more pounds on  

a £10 bill and they’d go elsewhere – I’d go out of business.” 
He’s worked out that if he had to go to the next nearest PO, he’d be doing an extra  

6 miles a day by car, 30 miles a week, 1500 miles a year, more outgoings in time,  
fuel, wear and tear on his transport – probably another £2k a year in overheads and the  

equivalent of 3 days a year he’s not working productively. 
 

Couple with one car 
Paul Boyall (37) and Lisa Kell (36) Middle Street, Rippingale.  

Paul and Lisa have three children ranging in ages from 17 to 2 and Lisa’s expecting  
another child soon. They have one car but Paul has to use that to get to work, leaving  
Lisa and her youngest child isolated in their home. She gets to do her big shop at the  

week-end but uses the village store and PO regularly. “If the Post office closed and  
that meant the store closing, I don’t know what I’d do – attempting to shop by bus into  

Bourne once a week with a two year old  doesn’t bear thinking about, but with the  
new baby as well , I’ll be stuck.” 

 
Young Couple with no transport 

Stef (33) and Michelle (27) Clarke, Middle Street, Rippingale.  
Stef and Michelle have three children ranging from 8 to 3 – two of them have special transport to 

take them to school. They have no car and have to rely on public transport to get out of the village –  
a once a week bus service to Bourne or to Grantham, 15 miles away. 

“We use the Post Office in Rippingale almost every day to withdraw money, pick up child benefits,  
pay all our bills, and while we’re there we use the shop – it has everything and is often cheaper  

than the big supermarkets,” said Stef. “What we’d do if they close I just don’t know – we’d be stuck.  
If we had to walk to Morton or Pointon, it would have to be with the kids – there are no pavements  

and they’re busy, dangerous roads – we couldn’t do it. Even if we use the bus, we have to go to  
our Post Office to draw money out for the trip.” 

 
 
 



Media coverage section – Page 31 of 38 

Week 4 Press release 2 
 

Open letter to Mark Partington,  
Network Development manager, PO Ltd. 

 
Michael Legg, Network Project Team Supervisor, Postwatch 

Roseleen Bonner, Regional Executive, Postwatch 
David Cameron, MP, HM Opposition Leader 

Quentin Davies MP 
Nick Boles, Conservative PCC, Stamford and Grantham 

Martin Hill, Leader, Lincolnshire County Council 
Peter Morris, Vice Chair, Lincolnshire Liberal Democrats 

 Mark Partington, PO Network Development Manager 
 Matt Silcock, PO Senior External Relations Manager 

 Michael Dalton, PO External Relations Team 
 Press, Radio and TV 

 
Dear Mr. Partington, 

                         The village of Rippingale in Lincolnshire is throwing down a challenge to you to address a 
public meeting on November 6 in our village hall and to come clean over  

information used to reach your decision to close our Post Office. 
We don’t want just anyone from the team of “Network Development Managers,”  

or one of the “National Consultation Team,” or one of the PO “External Relations Team,” –  
we want you, Mark Partington, from the “Network Implementation Team,” based in Bristol. 
      You will know that we have already drawn attention to the litany of errors, dishonesty,  
      bad faith, manipulation of access criteria, out-of-date and inaccurate information, lack  

      of business vision and ignorance of County and District housing expansion plans,  
      displayed thus far in the closure process. 

As the people who are going to suffer the consequences of a decision we believe has 
already been reached, in spite of what’s claimed to be a public consultation exercise, we  

have no faith whatsoever that other vital local factors such as availability of public transport, local 
demographics or impact on the local economy, will be treated any differently.  

We believe our Post Office, where business has increased significantly this year,  
since complete refurbishment, could be a healthy asset in the national  

Post Office future. 
And we simply cannot understand why Rippingale is on the closure list when at least  

three others in the district patently fail to meet Government-set access criteria. 
Consultation is a two-way process. We believe we have the right to be told the truth  

and that Post Office Ltd. - subsidised by taxpayers’ money – our money -    
should come out from behind its wall of anonymity, meet real people, open its  

books and justify its decision. 
The recently launched Post Office tv campaign claims, “We have the trust of the public –  

we can’t let ‘em down,” – a line used with no apparent sense of irony whatsoever. 
The people of Rippingale say that you, Mr Partington, have a few amends to make  

before you earn their trust, but you could go at least part of the way by facing  
us in our Village Hall on November 6. 

 
Jim Latham 

017788-440025/07971-579977 
24.10.07. 
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Bourne Local 26th October  Page 2 
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Stamford Mercury 26th October  Page 5 
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Week 5 
 

FORPO team start drafting the  
dossier that they will hand over  

to Network Consultation team 
and Postwatch. 

 
Post Office Ltd. decline to attend  

public meeting but agree to  
private meeting with FORPO 
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Week 5 Press release 1 
 

Press Release 
 

PO bosses for face-to-face meeting with protesters 
Assurance that Rippingale closure decision is NOT a done deal 

 
Senior managers from PO Ltd have agreed a face-to-face meeting with  
villagers protesting about the planned closure of their local post office. 

 
And they’ve given an “absolute assurance” that they have not already  

reached a decision about closing Rippingale Post Office (Lincolnshire). 
 

Friends of Rippingale Post Office had invited Mark Partington, who signed  
the East Midlands PO closure plan as the PO Network Development Manager  
and who also runs the PO Network Implementation team, to a public meeting  

in their village hall next Tuesday (November 6). 
 

Mr. Partington declined that invitation, but suggested a private meeting  
with Friends the day before (November 5). This “would address some of  

(Rippingale’s) concerns and re-state that we will be retaining a service in the  
village and trying to allay any other concerns.” 

 
Phil Rippingale (correct) for the Friends said “We were concerned that the  

meeting would just be about the merits of Outreach schemes, which simply do  
not meet the needs of our village and if this were the case, were ready to  

turn down the PO invitation ourselves. But we asked them directly to assure us  
that, contrary to inaccurate, confusing and self-contradictory public closure  

information, no decision had yet been reached about closing Rippingale PO.  
The answer was ‘absolutely not.’ We then asked them if we produced a case,  

including a business case, for keeping Rippingale open, it would be considered  
and if accepted would take us to the next, closure  review, stage,  

the answer was ‘absolutely yes’. We think this represents some progress.” 
 

Time and venue of Monday’s meeting will be kept confidential pro tem, but  
the Friends will make themselves available for interview and/or comment, if  

required, shortly after it finishes. Details will follow.  
Martin Hill, Leader of Lincolnshire County Council will attend as one of the Friends. 

 
The public meeting in Rippingale Village hall will go ahead if only as an update  

briefing for villagers, but the Friends are now inviting Postwatch,  
Quentin Davies MP, Nick Boles Conservative PCC for Stamford and Grantham  

and others as guests. It’s likely to be a crowded meeting  
(8 pm Tuesday November 6, Village Hall, Station Street, Rippingale)  

and discussions will be relayed outside by PA, to people unable to squeeze inside. 
 

Jim Latham – 01778-440025/07971-579977 
Phil Rippingale – 01778-440204 
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Week 5 Press release 2 
 
 

Press Release 
 

MP to join face-to-face meeting between Rippingale villagers and PO Ltd 
 

Post Office Ltd has invited Quentin Davies, MP for Stamford and Grantham,  
to join a private meeting arranged between themselves and villagers  

protesting about the proposed closure of their PO branch. 
 

Friends of Rippingale Post Office arranged the face-to-face meeting for  
next Monday (November 5) as the next stage in their battle to persuade  

PO Ltd and Postwatch that the case for proposed closure was deeply flawed. 
 

Mr Davies has publicly lent his support to only two groups protesting about  
closure plans of their local post offices – Rippingale is one of them. 

 
Phil Rippingale (correct) for the Friends, said “Mr Davies’ presence  
will add strength and credibility to the case we shall be making to  

PO Ltd at Monday’s meeting.” 
 

Contacts: Jim Latham 01778-440025/07971-579977 
               Phil Rippingale 01778-440204 
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Bourne Local 2nd November Page 3
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Stamford Mercury 2nd November
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